City University of New York (CUNY)

CUNY Academic Works
Publications and Research

Baruch College

2016

Extreme poverty affects many college students.
Aldemaro Romero Jr.
CUNY Bernard M Baruch College

How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know!
More information about this work at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu/bb_pubs/72
Discover additional works at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu
This work is made publicly available by the City University of New York (CUNY).
Contact: AcademicWorks@cuny.edu

Monday, August 29, 2016 — www.theintelligencer.com

Page 3

Regional

Extreme poverty affects many college students
One of the most painful realities of higher
education in the 21st century – and one that
gets very little attention – is the fact that some
college students live in extreme poverty, oftentimes sleeping in libraries, cars, or temporarily
with friends.
Despite the extreme conditions under which
they live, or in many cases because of them,
these students still seek the education and training needed to be able to get a job and move out
of poverty. Some colleges and universities are
taking steps to help.
Kennesaw State University, just a few days
before classes were to start this semester,
announced that they would offer a new housing option to help homeless students attending
the college. KSU is a public university of about
32,000 students located 20 miles northwest of
Atlanta, Ga.
Labeled as emergency housing for these students and others at risk of becoming homeless,
the facilities consist of one-bedroom apartments
that are mixed in with KSU’s existing University
Village student residences. The idea is to provide temporary housing for up to 14 days while
school officials find permanent residences for
students.
“Across the state and country there aren’t
many options for homeless college
students. The sacrifices and risks they are
taking just to go to college are hard,” said
Marcy Stidium, coordinator of KSU’s Campus
Awareness, Resource & Empowerment in an

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
Letters from Academia
interview recently published in the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution. “With this room, this provides us with a safe place for them, where no
one will know the difference between them and
any other student.”
Through a $25,000 donation from Kennesawbased Beacon Foundation Charitable Trust, KSU
is also establishing a food pantry for these students.
Other institutions of higher education, including Skyline College in California and Gateway
Community and Technical College in Kentucky,
have also developed programs to support homeless students with housing and other basic
support services, such as medical attention and
psychological counseling.
Even with these initiatives, the problem of
homeless college students is becoming more and
more widespread. According to the National
Association for the Education of Homeless
Children and Youth (NAEHCY), during the 20122013 academic year more than 58,150 college
applicants nationwide identified themselves on
federal financial aid forms as being homeless.
That was a dramatic increase from the previous
year ’s 53,705. The actual figure is likely much
higher because some students living on friends’

couches, for example, don’t consider themselves
homeless. Also, many feel too embarrassed to
identify themselves as such.
NAEHCY, which has a higher education helpline, has been providing assistance to many
different constituencies within colleges and universities. The organization works with college
administrators, such as financial aid officers, to
assist students experiencing homelessness with
accessing financial aid.
They also work with high school counselors
in assisting homeless students with applying
for financial aid, and with state coordinators
for homeless education and local homeless education liaisons who want to understand what
educational rights students experiencing homelessness have in regards to college access and
what support options may be available to them.
The organization also reaches out to parents of
students experiencing homelessness who want
to understand what kind of support is available
to help their children attend college.
The problem of homelessness among college
students is compounded by the budget cuts
virtually all states are imposing on higher education. Efforts in assisting homeless students
depend upon private donations, but even they
are difficult to come by since donating for the
homeless is oftentimes seen as less attractive
to donors than support for infrastructure (often
involving naming rights of buildings), scholarships, or college athletics.
Adding additional pressure is the fact that

support services at colleges and universities
who usually work with these kinds of students,
such as psychological counseling centers, are
woefully understaffed and underfunded nationwide.
This brings us to the root of the problem.
Funding for higher education is not a matter of
luxury. It is a matter of providing basic access
to the most important key to social and economic progress. Unfortunately, we forget many
times that not everybody has the same starting
point in life when it comes to attaining higher
education. Some can afford to pay their way in
full towards a college degree. Those are the ones
who usually come from well-to-do families and
for whom a university degree makes the least
effect, both socially and economically.
In this time and age when we see decreasing
funding for public higher education we should not
see this support as money going to the elites, but
as a fundamental investment in the progress of the
country as a whole. If the reason for cutting budgets is to respond to lowering taxes for the rich,
then we can see how this is a vicious cycle that
will end up increasing inequalities in our country
which will lead, sooner or later, to social upheaval.
If we want a fair and prosperous society we
need to invest in higher education.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college
professor with leadership experience in higher education. He can be contacted through his website at:
http://www.aromerojr.net

The school supply quest
No teachers were requesting
disinfectant wipes in 1970
By SUSAN SARKAUSKAS
(Arlington Heights) Daily Herald
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, Ill. (AP) — Just crayons and
scissors won't cut it for back-to-school shopping
Envy the mom who shopped for school supplies for a
kindergartner in Geneva in 1970.
According to an advertisement in a local newspaper,
she had to buy:
• An 8-pack of crayons.
• A pair of scissors.
• An eraser.
• A pot of paste.
This week, a Geneva parent has 27 items to drop off at
the school, at about 10 times the cost. The 1970 bill of 73
cents would be $4.53 in today's dollars. Filling today's list
at the local Wal-Mart? $56.
Nationally, a four-person household (with an average
2.2 children) will spend about $107 on school supplies,
according to an annual study for the National Retail
Federation.
The list has grown, educators say, because kindergarten is different now.
"We are focused on academics, not play," said Ami
Engel, principal of Westfield Community School in
Algonquin.
Westfield's kindergartners attend school all day, unlike
the half-day kindergartens of the 1970s. The curriculum
is more rigorous. More time is spent on teaching mathematics and literacy skills that, decades ago, would have
been covered in first and second grades. As recently as
1998, a survey of kindergarten teachers showed only 31
percent thought children should learn to read in kindergarten. By 2010, that figure was 80 percent, according to
researchers at the University of Virginia.

"As such, there are items (on the list) that help support
the academic part of the school," Engel said. Thus, parents of kindergartners are asked to buy two dozen No.
2 pencils (not the fat ones of yesteryear) and a pocket
folder to hold paperwork.
The list grows longer the older the student gets. That
same Geneva kindergartner will need 87 items by fourth
grade, including two different styles of notebooks, two
different-sized three-ring binders and 24 pencils.
There also have been big changes in technology:
Headphones and calculators are on elementary lists.
Today's lists also contain items that aren't supplies for
individual students.
Almost every school asks for markers and erasers for
the whiteboards that replaced chalkboards. Disinfectant
wipes for cleaning hard surfaces are on many lists, as are
baby wipes for cleaning hands. At least one Elgin teacher
asks for a ream (500 sheets) of copier paper ($6 for Office
Depot brand).
Supplying that stuff does not bother Deborah Halstead
of Big Rock. Her family includes teachers, and she said
she knows that many of them spend their own money on
supplies for classrooms. Halstead, a mother of four, was
back-to-school shopping at a Wal-Mart in Batavia with
her 14-year-old son, Tyler, a high school freshman.
She's not a fan of schools' requesting specific brands;
in particular, she's flummoxed by a list that includes a
specific brand of calculator.
"Are you kidding?" she said. "They all do the same
darn thing!"
And she doesn't buy all the loose-leaf paper requested.
She swears the first year, the school asked for so much, "I
had three years' worth of paper" left over.
Halstead finds the shopping nerve-wracking. She does
it one child, one list at a time.
"Otherwise," she says, "I'm a nut case at the end of it."
In defense of brand names is Kevin Skomer, principal
of Louise White Elementary School in Batavia.
The brands his school requests are better quality, he
said.

Associated Press

In this Aug. 9, 2016 photo, Deborah Halstead shops for school supplies at Walmart in Batavia,
Ill., with her 14-year-old son Tyler. The length of the lists and cost for back-to-school supplies has
grown immensely over the years.

Nunes to sign latest book at Troy library
For the Intelligencer
Glen Carbon author Bill Nunes, a recent
Hometown Hero recipient, will be at the Troy
library Wednesday, October 5, from 6:30 pm
to 7:45 to talk about his 24th book – "Killing
Nazism, Fascism and the Rising Sun."
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Schmidt said the walk is still a big
event for MEHS, but will not feature
a 5K this year.
“Many, many, many years ago,
it was the biggest event for MEHS.
It is now still considered one of
the biggest events but it definitely
has gone down in popularity just
because 5Ks aren’t as rare in this
area. Everybody does a 5K, so that’s
why we’re back to just a fun walk,”
Schmidt said.
Registration for the event is now
open via online, by mail, or on the
same day as the event; however, if
participants register before Sept. 2,

Everyone who attends will receive a free copy
of his "Illustrated History of Southern Illinois," a
$20 value.
Whereas Bill O’Reilly’s new book merely covers the last four months of World War II in the
Pacific, Bill’s new book, his first in color, covers
the entire war.
Bill’s volume is a massive 428 pages and con-

they will receive an exclusive recyclable bag on the day of the walk.
“This is a recyclable bag that
they can take around and get goodies from all the vendors. We went
with a bag because it could get
reused, and it kind of goes with the
Watershed theme,” Schmidt said.
To register, it is $10 per person or
$30 per family. Sponsorships start
at $100 and must be submitted no
later than Aug. 27 and vendors can
reserve a booth for a $50 fee. All proceeds will go toward caring for the
homeless and abused cats and dogs
housed at MEHS.
Schmidt said the Wag N’ Walk
will benefit not only MEHS and the
animals they care for, but also the
community.
“It’s important to us because we
rely on funding from the public—
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“We hope the community comes out and
allows us the opportunity to engage with them
and help keep our community safer. That’s the
whole idea and SIUE is committed to this whole
area, including the citizens. Especially the citizens,” Durr said.
The medication take-back program is part of
the series that SIUE has been doing over the
summer, under the auspices of the Office of the
Chancellor. Durr said community engagement
is a priority of the university and they were
thrilled when offered the option of obtaining a
booth every week at the Goshen Market.
“We were very grateful. I sit on a committee
called the Destination Committee, it was assembled by the mayor of Edwardsville, and I sit on
a group of both city and university individuals

tains 1,200 photos, cartoons, maps and posters.
The book also features a chilling novel titled
"The HakenKruez Conspiracy." It is about
Adolph Hitler who miraculously survives the
war and makes plans to establish a Fourth
Reich.
Bill's book is available at the Jan's Hallmark
store in Edwardsville.

the generosity of the public. We
don’t receive any funding from the
government, anything like that. All
of our funds come from individuals
in the community. All of the funds
from an event like this go towards
the care of our animals. As far as the
community is concerned, it’s a great
opportunity for them to get out,
get an adoptable dog from MEHS,
learn about MEHS, and stay active
with their families and enjoy the
Watershed, which is a hidden little
gem of Edwardsville, in our opinion,” Schmidt said.
Parents and children of all ages,
cats, and dogs are welcome to
participate in the event. Although
every event has a different turnout,
Schmidt said MEHS is striving for a
good outcome.
“We’re hoping around 250 indi-

that look for ways to partner. So this was an offshoot for an idea that came from that particular
group and the university was very appreciative
of having the opportunity to have a booth, so
we were kind of able to rally people on campus
to get behind presenting our offering different
activities or informational sessions each week of
the summer,” Durr said.
When people have leftover or expired medications, it used to be recommended to flush
the medications down the toilet. However,
that is now a concern given the levels of the
drugs that are being introduced into the water
supply. Keeping the medications around the
house can also pose a threat. The medication take-back program, according to Durr,
is a great asset to citizens who are looking
for some educational information and SIUE
Pharmacy students will also have a take away
from the event.
“It not only gives them technical training, but
it also helps them engage with the community and answer questions that might arise. So,

viduals, however, we never know
who’s going to show up. This
is our first year of having it at
Watershed so we don’t know if
that’s going to affect the numbers in any way. We actually hope
that it will increase just because
Watershed has become so popular
within the Edwardsville area and
I think it’s just known as one of
those places to bring your family
and bring your dogs to be active,”
Schmidt said.
If you are unable to attend the
event but still want to make a donation, visit MEHS’s website at www.
MEHS.org.
For monetary donations, drop by
the facility or send it through the
mail. For more information about
the Wag N’ Walk, visit www.wagnwalk2016.eventbrite.com.

I think it’s win-win for everybody involved.
The students benefit in terms of their training
and the community benefits in terms of getting
answers to their questions and knowing that
they have a healthcare entity in the area that
can help them. If they have questions, we’d be
happy to be a source of information for them,”
Durr said.
Moving forward, Durr said she hopes the citizens of Edwardsville will see SIUE’s dedication
to providing assistance and also wants the partnership to strengthen over the next few years.
“(I want people to take away) how committed
SIUE is to the community and to the health and
educational welfare of the community. We love
to be involved, we love to have people, we love
to be downtown, and we love for the community citizens to come out to the campus as well. It’s
just a really great partnership. Mutual support is
always a great thing,” Durr said.
For more information about the medication
take-back program, visit the School of Pharmacy’s
website at www.siue.edu/pharmacy.
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Joining Mayer for this concert will
be a world-class ensemble of musicians. A striking stage production,
beautiful lighting and pristine sound
will put the finishing touches on this
celebration of story and song that will
lift your holiday spirit.
Peter Mayer is sponsored by
TheBANK of Edwardsville as well as
Mathis, Marifian & Richter, Ltd.
Then on Feb. 4 Arts & Issues
and the Center for Spirituality and
Sustainability present award-winning
recording artist and Native American
flutist Mark Holland, along with his
ensemble Autumn’s Child.
Hosted in the Center for Spirituality
and Sustainability and sponsored
by Scott Credit Union, Holland and
Autumn’s Child will present an evening of acoustic instrumental fusion - a
hybrid of world, jazz, classical and folk
styles described as “global chamber
music.” Holland showcases the versatility of the Native American flute
through this combination of instrumentation and the blending of musical
genres which creates his one-of-a-kind
sound.
Holland started Autumn’s Child in
1995 and has released more than 20
CDs on his own label. He tours regularly throughout the country sharing
his unique and skillful “playing from
the heart” presentation. The concert
will feature the haunting beauty of
the Native American flute along with
piano, guitar, bass, cello and percussion.
A couple of weeks later, Arts &
Issues will present the first-featurelength documentary about the revolutionary and brilliant Chicago architect
Louis Sullivan (1856-1924). The documentary, “Sullivan: The Struggle for
American Architecture” begins at 7:30
p.m. on Feb. 23 in the Dunham Hall
Theater.
According to the SIUE A&I brochure, Sullivan was known by historians as the “father of the skyscrap-

er” and creator of the iconic phrase
”form follows function.” “Sullivan
was on top of his profession in 1890.
Then a series of setbacks plunged him
into destitute obscurity from which
he never fully recovered. Yet his persistent belief in the power of his ideas
created some of the most beautiful
buildings ever created in the United
States, and inspired Sullivan’s protégé,
Frank Lloyd Wright, to fulfill his own
dream of a truly American style of
architecture,” the A&I brochure states.
Meet director Mark Richard Smith
who will introduce the film and discuss Louis Sullivan’s legacy afterward
and show footage of SIUE’s extensive
Sullivan collection.
The season then comes to a close
on March 16 when Arts & Issues, the
William J. Probst Memorial Lecture and
the Department of Physics’ William C.
Shaw Lecture Series present Dr. Mae
C. Jemison “Exploring the Frontiers of
Science and Human Potential” at 7:30
p.m. in the Morris University Center’s
Meridian Ballroom.
Dr. Jemison became the first woman
of color to travel into space when
she climbed aboard the space shuttle
Endeavour in 1992. She was also
NASA’s first science mission specialist,
performing experiments in material
science, life science and human adaptation to weightlessness.
A highly sought after speaker on
issues of health care, social responsibility, technology and motivation, Dr.
Jemison has provided commentary for
the BBC, The MacNeil/ Lehrer Report,
ABC’s Nightline, NPR and CNN.
Dr. Jemison’s presentation is sponsored by the SIUE Graduate School,
the William J. Probst Memorial Lecture
Fund, the Dr. William C. Shaw Lecture
Fund, SIUE Office of the Provost,
MilliporeSigma and SIUE Chemistry
Club.
Arts & Issues tickets can be ordered
on-line at artsandissues.com or in-person at the Morris University Center
(MUC) Welcome Desk. The MUC
Welcome Desk is open Monday
through Friday 7:30 a.m. until 7:30
p.m. and Saturday 11 a.m. until 3
p.m. The Welcome Desk is closed on
Sunday. To place your order by phone
call 1-866-698-4253.

